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Despite economy, MAG and ADOT continue with plans for SMF
PARC has always said that the South Mountain Freeway (SMF) would be a waste of taxpayer money.  With the decreased tax revenues in today’s economy, coupled with ADOT’s acknowledgement of the increased expense of the SMF, it couldn’t be much more clear that the SMF would cost much more than it could possibly be worth.  Yet the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) persist in their determination to build the SMF no matter what.  

At the Citizens Advisory Team (CAT) meeting last Thursday, ADOT conceded that they may need to reduce the SMF to 6 lanes because of budget constraints.  But if there is really a need for a 10-lane freeway – which MAG and ADOT claim – then wouldn’t it make more sense to look for a less expensive route for a 10-lane freeway instead?  Wouldn’t this be a great time to reconsider the State Route 85 corridor, where a relatively small amount of money could be added to what is already budgeted for expanding this roadway and turn this into a 10-lane freeway?  

The political motivation for building a truck route through the South Mountain corridor becomes clearer all the time.  MAG and ADOT are determined to push the SMF through because their friends in the trucking industry want this shortcut.  The citizens of the Valley must stand up against political favors and wasteful spending and insist that MAG be fiscally responsible in spending our highway tax dollars.
A letter writing and/or phone campaign
One effective way to get our message through to the politically-motivated members of MAG is to write letters and/or make phone calls to them.  Letters and/or phone calls to all of them would have the greatest effect.  A list of current MAG members with their addresses and phone numbers is below.  The following arguments are ones that PARC continues to make, and they could be included in letters and phone calls to MAG members.
1. Destruction of South Mountain

ADOT’s spin is that just a “little bit” of South Mountain would have to be “sacrificed” for the SMF.  The truth is that 3 ridges would be leveled with a resulting cut 10 lanes wide and 20 stories high.  4 million cubic yards of dirt would be removed.  Imagine that this were Camelback Mountain.  The camel would not just get a short haircut – the camel’s head would be cut in half!

South Mountain is a significant part of the Phoenix Mountain Preserve, containing the world’s largest metropolitan wilderness park, South Mountain Park.  The proposed cut would destroy the integrity of both the Preserve and the Park.  

South Mountain is sacred to the Gila River Indian Community and precious to all who enjoy its natural beauty.  Once this treasure is defiled, it can never be “made whole” again!  The mountain, its desert vegetation, unique wildlife, and water would all be disfigured or disrupted.  The only beneficiaries would be the trucking industry.

2. Truck route spells increased air pollution

MAG and ADOT spin a tale of how the SMF would improve air quality and how trucks would comprise only 9% of the traffic.  Do they think no one knows how to read a map?  The unique geography of the South Mountain corridor makes the SMF a perfect “truck route.”  The politically-motivated SMF is primarily for the benefit of the trucking industry.  New truck depots are already being built in the West Valley and more are sure to come if the SMF becomes a reality.  Mexican trucks, not held to any pollution standards, would be among the overwhelming number of trucks on the SMF, making air quality worse rather than better.

Trucks can be accommodated by making what is already called a “truck by-pass” into a freeway, generally following the path of existing US 85 between Buckeye and Gila Bend – outside the Valley of the Sun.  This would truly improve air quality in the Valley.

The EPA has already warned Maricopa County that it must clean up its air quality or lose $1.1 Billion in Federal highway funds.  This loss would be in addition to the already outrageous cost of the SMF.  

3. Incredible waste of tax dollars
Long before the economic crisis, the 20 mile long SMF was going to be a waste of money.  Now, ADOT estimates it would cost nearly $2.5 Billion to build today and admits this figure will continue to increase until the SMF is built.  

PARC’s conservative estimate is that this 20 mile stretch of freeway would eventually cost $3 - $5 Billion.  Compare this staggering figure to the cost of the controversial light rail which is just $1.4 Billion or to the budget for the entire state of Arizona which is only $10 Billion!

MAG could save the taxpayers Billions of $ by building a freeway along the path of existing US 85.  In the process, MAG could revitalize the Valley of the Sun if it followed the lead of states like Ohio, Oklahoma, New York, New Jersey, and Oregon, to name a few.  Some of their cities are now planning to reroute main freeways around their downtowns instead of through them.  

Imagine I-10 going around Phoenix on the new freeway along the path of the existing US 85 keeping all but local traffic out of downtown.  That would really make a difference in relieving traffic congestion!

A voice in the upcoming election
Another way to work toward a political solution to the SMF problem is to be sure that we elect officials who will support a “no build” decision for the SMF by using their influence on county, state, and federal officials, as appropriate.  This coming Tuesday evening, October 28th, Ahwatukee will have a congressional debate at the Pecos Community Center.  This debate has been set up by John Rodriguez and is supported by the HOAs of Ahwatukee.  It will feature 

Congressman Harry Mitchell (D) and

Challenger David Schweikert (R)

A number of other local candidates will also be present and will make short presentations.  The public will be encouraged to ask questions of the candidates regarding the SMF.  Strong, pointed questions are needed to establish each candidate’s position on the SMF and to determine just how strong each candidate’s support is for pledging to influence a “no build” decision.  Put this event on your calendar.
Ahwatukee Congressional Debate

Tuesday, October 28, 2008

7:00 – 8:30 pm

Pecos Community Center

17010 S. 48th Street

MAG members
MAG provides regional planning and policy decisions in areas of transportation, air quality, water quality, and human services.  MAG provides the funding for regional highway projects through Prop 400 taxes (0.5% sales tax passed in 2004).  MAG members are:
Councilmember Robin Barker 
City of Apache Junction
300 E. Superstition Blvd.
Apache Junction, AZ 85219
(480) 982-8002
Victor Flores
Arizona Department of Transportation
State Transportation Board
206 South 17th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85007, Mail Drop 100A
(602) 712-7550

Felipe Zubia
Arizona Department of Transportation
State Transportation Board
206 South 17th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85007, Mail Drop 100A
(602) 712-7550

Mayor Marie Lopez-Rogers
City of Avondale
11465 West Civic Center Drive
Avondale, AZ 85323
(623) 478-3000

Mayor Jackie Meck 
Town of Buckeye
1101 E. Ash Avenue,
Buckeye, AZ 85326
(623) 349-6000

Mayor Wayne Fulcher
Town of Carefree
Box 740
Carefree, Arizona 85377
(480) 488-1471

Councilmember Dick Esser
Town of Cave Creek
37622 North Cave Creek 
Cave Creek, Arizona 85331 
(480) 488-1400

Mayor Boyd Dunn
City of Chandler
P.O. Box 4008 Mail Stop 603
Chandler, Arizona 85224-4008
(480) 782-2210

Chair: David Martin
Citizens Transportation Oversight Committee
206 South 17th Avenue, MD 118A
Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: (602) 712-7519

Mayor Fred Waterman
City of El Mirage
Box 26
El Mirage, Arizona 85335
(623) 972-8116

President Clinton Pattea
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation
PO Box 17779
Fountain Hills, AZ 85269
(480) 837-5121

Mayor Jay Schlum
Town of Fountain Hills
16705 E. Avenue of the Fountains
Fountain Hills, Arizona 85268
(480) 837-2003

Mayor Fred Hull
Town of Gila Bend
P.O. Box A
Gila Bend, Arizona 85337
(928) 683-2255

Governor William Rhodes
Gila River Indian Community
P.O. Box 97
Sacaton, Arizona 85247
(520) 562-6000
Mayor Steven Berman
Town of Gilbert
50 E. Civic Center Drive
Gilbert, Arizona 85296-3401
(480) 503-6000

Mayor Elaine Scruggs
City of Glendale
5850 West Glendale Avenue
Glendale, Arizona 85301
(623) 930-2260

Mayor James M. Cavanaugh
City of Goodyear
190 North Litchfield Road
Goodyear, Arizona 85338
(623) 932-3910

Mayor Frank Montiel
Town of Guadalupe
19241 South Avenida del Yaqui
Guadalupe, Arizona 85283
(480) 730-3080

Mayor Tom Schoaf
City of Litchfield Park
214 West Wigwam Blvd.
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
(623) 935-5033

Supervisor Max Wilson
Maricopa County
301 West Jefferson
Phoenix, AZ 85003
(602) 506-7642

Mayor Scott Smith
City of Mesa
Box 1466 
Mesa, AZ 85211
(480) 644-2309

Mayor Vernon Parker
Town of Paradise Valley
6401 East Lincoln
Paradise Valley, Arizona 85253-4399
Phone: (480) 348-3690
Mayor Bob Barrett
City of Peoria
8401 West Monroe Street
Peoria, AZ 85345
(623) 773-7300

Vice Mayor Peggy Neely
City of Phoenix
200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1611
(602) 262-7958

Mayor Art Sanders
Town of Queen Creek
22350 South Ellsworth
Queen Creek, Arizona 85242-9311
(480) 987-9887

President Diane Enos
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
10005 E. Osborn Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85256
(480) 850-7277

Mayor Mary Manross, MAG Chair
City of Scottsdale
3939 Drinkwater Boulevard
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251
(480) 312-2422

Mayor Lyn Truitt
City of Surprise
12425 West Bell Road, Ste. D-100
Surprise, AZ 85374
(623) 583-1080

Mayor Hugh Hallman
City of Tempe
Box 5002
Tempe, Arizona 85281
(480) 350-8865

Mayor Adolfo Gamez
City of Tolleson
9555 West Van Buren
Tolleson, AZ 85353
(623) 936-7111

Mayor Ron Badowski
Town of Wickenburg
155 N. Tegner, Ste A
Wickenburg, Arizona 85390
(928) 684-5451

Mayor Michael LeVault
Town of Youngtown
12030 Clubhouse Square
Youngtown, AZ 85363
(623) 933-8286


PARC the SMF is an e-newsletter produced periodically by Protecting Arizona’s Resources and Children (PARC).  The mission of PARC is to prevent the construction of a truck route through the Valley of the Sun that would create permanent destruction of valley resources and that would forever harm the quality of life of valley citizens.
We welcome your questions and comments.  Please send correspondence to PARCtheSMF@aol.com.


You have received this newsletter because you have shown an interest in the South Mountain Freeway issues.  If you wish to be added to or removed from the e-mailing list for this newsletter, please send an e-mail from the e-mail address in question to PARCtheSMF@aol.com and state your request.



PARC
PO Box 50455
Phoenix, AZ 85076-0455
www.PARCtheSMF.org
